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Celebrating three 
decades of 
transformative 
contributions to the 
internet



•Global Connectivity Hub

•Redundant Infrastructure 

•Multiple Locations

Introduction to LINX
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Brief overview of LINX

Key Role: Facilitates 
efficient, low-latency data 
exchange between ISPs, 
networks, and content 
providers.

Founded in 1994

•Increased Control

•Lower Costs

•Resilience

•Lower Latency

•Security

•Redundancy

Importance in internet 
infrastructure in the UK
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LINX was created based 
on 2 principles;

Photo shows a group shot from the LINX106 
member meeting at the University of London 
Computer Centre in 1995. 
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The first traffic 
passed through LINX 

at Telehouse (8th 
November 1994) 
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Historical evolution

Evolution of 
Internet 

Exchange Points 
(IXPs)



Three 
Decades of 
Transformation
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November 2004 – 
10 years of LINX



The importance of community 
events, then and still today

9

Euro-IX
European Peering 
Forum (EPF) & Global 
Peering Forum (GPF)

NetUK1



A growing network of 
interconnection
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Some of Our Partners 
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More than just Peering...
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Colocation

Private VLAN

Private Interconnect

Closed User Groups



Engineering 
Excellence



LINX is the first IXP in the 
World to deploy 100 
megabit switch (Cisco kit) 
(July 1996) Cisco Catalyst 
5000 

Leading the way - Technically
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100Mb Switch

1996

LINX launch their private 
interconnection service for 
members (2001) one of the 
first IXs to offer this service, 
a unique fast and simple 
way of establishing a 
dedicated connection 
between two LINX 
members

Private Interconnection

Launch 2001

LINX becomes the first 
exchange to introduce 
10G Ethernet operation, 
using equipment from 
Foundry Networks

10G Ethernet Switch

April 2002



Redesigned and switched 
to a new vendor. Working 
with Juniper Networks, the 
new primary London LAN is 
VPLS-based. LINX also 
becomes first IXP in the 
world to utilise Juniper PTX 
switching gear and Juniper 
MX routers.

Leading the Way - Technically
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Juniper PTX Switching 
Gear Adopted 2011

Preparing our London 
network for the online 
coverage 

Quite a crucial time for the 
evolution of networks etc 
digital transformation 
starting.

London 2012 Olympics

Migration to new 
disaggregated LON2 
network model using EVPN 
routing technology on 
open network hardware

World First 
Disaggregated 
Network Using EVPN
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What Does The 
Future Of 

Interconnection 
Look Like? 
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Evolution of interconnects

The emergence of in-network caching again changed interconnects

(Traffic) Growth shifted to be inside access networks 

Growth at IXPs slowed 

Initially IXPs had been important in scaling and delivering content

Gradually the role of IXPs shifted to provide access for CDNs to the “long-tail” 

This also shifted the economics of IXPs – growth in ports was complemented with 
growth in number of participants 

http://www..linx.net/
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From Value chain to Value Constellation

ISP – ISP ISP– CDN
ISP – 

Enterprise – 
CDN - Cloud

Interconnect 1.0

• Traffic exchanged for the benefit of 
ISP’s end user

Interconnect 2.0

• More diverse stakeholders 

• All stakeholders can take-away value

• All stakeholders can create value 

• Value

• Can be measured differently 

• Will be different things to different participants

• Operators use, Cloud, Enterprise uses CDNs – 
Value constellation serves all

http://www..linx.net/
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Challenges and 
Opportunities Ahead
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Evolution of interconnects
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• Where does this leave us?

• Independently of where these 
interconnections are in maturity – 
they will evolve

• But what is emerging? 

http://www..linx.net/


|  +44 20 7645 3500

|  email@linx.net

|  linkedin.com/company/linx/

|  facebook.com/LondonInternetExchange/

|  https://x.com/LINX_Network

|  youtube.com/user/LINXnetwork
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